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Arms route

to contras
described

*; By Alfonso Chardy

and Sam Dillon
Knight- Rigdder News Sgrnice

WASHINGTON — Boeing 707 cargo
Jets that ferried Iran-bound Ameri-
€an weapons to the Middle East ear-
lier this year subsequently flew to
Central America laden with Soviet-
made arms for the Nicaraguan coq-
tras. according to rebel sources.

After delivering US. arms to Israe}
at the behest of Nationa) Security
Council officials, cargo jets from
Southern Air Transport of Miami on
at least one occasion flew to Lisbon,
Portugal — a major arms market —
and took aboard AK47 rifles, gre-
nades and other arms, which they
delivered to Centra) America, ac-
cording to contra sources.

The rebels said they had learned of
the arms route in conversations with
their American contacts.

In addition, government records
show three other Lisbon-to-Centra}
Amerca flights by Southern Air 707s,
And one rebel official said he be-
tieved the flight costs for all four
flights bearing contra arms were fi-
nanced by the $10 million to $30
million that Attorney General Edwin
‘4nece 1 had said was generated by

the US. arms sales to fran.

The armsdelivery pattern as de-
scribed by the contra sources wouid
have reduced the transport costs of
the contra arms procurement project
considerably by positioning U.S.-
based aircraft across the Atlantic at
no extra cost. making them available
for return fl:ights.

“That 1s how the system worked,”
one of the renel suurces said. [t was
more vconumical that way. rather
than having ditferent fights carry
shipments t0 Iran and others carry-
ing shipments for ys."

Documents tiled by Southern Alr
with the US. Transportation Depart.
ment appear to corroborate the rebel
accounts. They show the carrier's
Boeing T07s ferrying about 225 tons
of cargo aut of Lisbon to Guatemala
City’s airtield. Honduras’ Paimerola
air force base and San Salvador's
llopango air base during the first
half of 1986

The documents do not establish
that the cargo was arms or that 1t was
bound for the contras. But Lisbon
was a major arms marketplace for
the contras. and US.-manned planes
operated out of llopango. airdrop-
ping weapons and other supplies to
rebel units tnside Nicaragua from
June until Oct. S. when one of the
supply planes was shot down.

Eugene Hasenfus. a cargo handler
who survived the crash and was cap-
tured by the Sandinistas a day later,
has estimated the total supplies
dropped into Nicaragua at less than
100 tons.

The four Southern Air flights to
Israel and Iran the administration
has described were authorized Jan.
17 by President Reagan and likely
were financed by US. government
funds. How Southern Air's return
flights from Europe — laden with
arms for the contras — were fi-
nanced remains unclear.

If US. funds paid for the return
flights. “that would be a clear viola-
tion of the law.” which at the time
barred direct or tndirect govern-
ment support for the contras. a U S.
offictal who monitors rebel affairs
said yesterday.

White House spokesman Don
Mathes said yesterday that comment

N ' e~ armg
shipments to Iran and the contra
rebels must wait untl peanding legal
investigations were completed.

Southern Air was once owned by
the CIA and several of 1ts present
officers were associated with past
CIA projects. Southern Air spokes-
man Wilham Kress deciined to com-
ment yesterday. citing the “sensitiv-
1ty" of the issue.

According to administration offi-
clals. Southern Air ~n~; transported
US-made TOW anti-tank and Hawk
anti-aircraft missiles and other mili-
tary materiel and cquipment from
Kelly Air Force Base ;n san Antonto.
Texas. to Tel Aviv and on to Tehran
in thights during February, May, Au-
gust and October.

A Southern Air fiight from Tel
Avtv to Tehran May 2% carried for.
mer national security adviser Robert
C. McFarlane and Lt C 1. Oliver L.
North, whu sought ro discuss with
Iranian otficials the US. hostages
held in Lebaron.

A routine Transportation Depart-
ment report filed by Southern Air an
its charter operations in May details
two 707 fligh's from Kelly Air Force
Base to Tel Aviv, carrying 45 tons of
cargo per flight The rext May listing
In the same report shows two ™07
flights from Lisbon to san Sal* ador's
llopango carrying 45 tons of cargo
each.

The later May listings closely mir-
ror the description by rebel sources
of at least some of the transatlantic
fights. They said that after deliver-
ing US. weapons to Tehran via Is-
rael. the two °n”s returned to Portu-
gal to load Soviet-made arms from
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[sraeli-held stocks captured i1n Leba.
gon. From Lisbon the Southern Air
planes crossed the Atlantic to ajr.
ports in Central America, according
to the rebel account.

Southern Air's reports to the
Transportation Department for ear.
lier months reflect a similar pattern.

In February. Southern Air “n°s
twice carried 45 tons of cargo from
Kelly Atr Force Base to Tel Aviv. the
reports tadicate. The foilowinyg
moanth. a Southern 707 airlifted 45
tons of cargo from Lisbon to an air-
field designated as “PLA.”

[nternational airfield codes iden-
ufy PLA as Planadas. Colombia But a
congressional aide who has studied
numerous Southern Air flight re-
ports for 1ts Military Airlift Com-
mand contracts said Southern rou-
tinely designates Honduras’
Palmerola air force base as "PLA."

Palmerola, west of Tegucigalpa. 1s
the Honduran Air Force's principal
airfield and serves as headquarters
for nearly 1.000 US. soidiers de-
tached to US. Joint Task Force Bra-
vo, a semi-permanent installation
that coordinates continuing U.S. mil-
1tary maneuvers in Honduras.

Contra supplies have occasionaily
passed through Palmercla in the
past, according to Honduran sources,
but Southern Air’s records are the

first indication that contra supplies
involved 1n the present scandal have
passed through the air base.

In March, Southern Air L100 planes
appear to have made two cargo
flights from Palmerola to [lopango.

Southern Air's reports for April
show a 707 flight from Lisbon to an
alrport designated “YSV." Interna-
tional airport codes designate a New-
foundland airport as “YSV.” But a
pilot who participated in the contra
supply network identified those let-
ters as the designation for {lopango,
and flight logs captured when Sandi-

nista soidiers shot down the llo-
pango-based plane on Oct. § used the
same designation for (lopango.

Rebel officials have referred in the
past to arms purchases 1o Lisbon.
And according to the Middle East
Policy Sur-ey. a Mideast affairs jour-
nal. North traveled to Lisbon in the
summer of 1985 on an arms-supply
mission for the contras. The article,
published last month, said North
talked with [sraeli arms dealers
about shipping weapons to Iran.

The arms recovered from the
wreckage of Hasenfus’ C-123 in-
cluded AK-47 and AKM rifles, RPG.7
grenades. and more than 50.000
rounds of ammunition. Sandinista of-
ficials said the 1mpeccable condition
of some of the weapons indicated
that they had come straight from a
factory and had probably been pro-
vided by a government.

A rebel source said yesterday that
the weapons acquired with the Iran
profits had been drawn from stocks
smuggled from an East-bloc country
as well as from supplies captured in
Lebanon during the 1982 invasion.
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